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Hi Doug--

Our dept does not use comprehensive exams per se.  Our qualifying procedure is as follows:

Students choose a primary advisor and under the supervision of this faculty member, select a topic and write a research proposal within that topic.  A committee of 3 faculty members, including the primary advisor rates the adequacy of the prospectus and conducts written and oral exams on content areas related to the proposal (these may include questions pertaining to the specific study proposed but always include questions about pertinent theory).  Many of us are dissatisfied with this process, however, and have recently begun serious discussions within the dept toward developing an alternative procedure.  The alternative procedure will probably include a more traditional comprehensive exam process.  I plan to attend this discussion so that I may bring ideas back to my dept.  hope this helps!
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